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ROWELEFHALT, UTORBMICELZIN, ENTT 5 TOEHEHOETFEN

TS TEEERT .

(1) Why do we study culture? People’s responses to this question vary.
To some, learning about culture is to prepare for travelling abroad. To others,
it is about learning more about ourselves by comparing our cultural habits with
others. However, scientists Tim Waring and Zach Wood ( @ ). another
reason to study culture. They argue that culture shapes human evolution more
than biclogy. The study of culture, then, become(z )entwined with-evolution.

(2] When we think about evolution, we usually think of biology. In this
{ & ), evolution refers to the physical characteristics of living things
changing over time. Charles Darwin argued that these adaptations occur
because of natural selection®. Summarized briefly, biologic(:i** evolution is the
idea that certain physical characteristics suit certain environments better.
Living things that have those characteristics pass on more of their genes to
their children. The children, in turn, are better suited to the environment.
This form of evolution is well known and accepted by scientists. However,
cultural evolution shows another way that humans change. It refers to the
changes that occur because of our cultural habits, not our genes.

(3] Let us compare genetic***

and cultural evolution. In biclogical
evolution, animals’ bodies and actions change to live better in their
environment. Genetic changes happen over many generations. Cultural
evolution, however, is expeditious. Genetic changes can only occur once a
generation, but accoifl)ing to Waring and Wood, “cultural practices can be
rapidly learned and frequéntly updated”. In addition, they comment, “cultural
evolution is more flexible than genes”. Genetic changes can only happen
between one set of parents and their children. However, cultural evelution
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changes are not ( @ ) to future generations only because many kinds of

people in the present, far beyond parents and children, can share information.

(4] Interestingly, this view of cultural evolution reminds us of the early
19th century theory of biological evolution by the French-scientist Jean-Baptiste
Lamarck. His theory differed from Darwin’s in one ( @& ) way; he argued
that physical changes in a single. life pass to the next generation. .Now, of
course, we know that this is erroneous. For example, let us consider physically
weak parents. Even if theig) exercise and become strong, their newly increased
strength does not pass to their children. Cultural evolution, though, is similar
to Lamarck’s beliefs. The Swedish psychologist, Ference Marton says that it
reflects Lamarck's theory because of human learning. One generation's
knowledge and skills “can be passed on directly to the next one, through

learning”. In our example, the parent can teach the child how to become

physically strong.

(5] The careful reader will see that genetic evolution results in changes
to both the body and behaviour. Cuitural evolution only affects behaviour, it
seems. However, this view also is challenged. Professor of psychology at
Oxford University, Celia Hayes explains how parts of the human brain have
changed because of reading. She notes that humans have only been reading
for about 6000 years. This is not long enough for us to evolve™** new genes
for reading. Brain imaging studies show that humans use brain areas for
reading that had developed earlier. Although these areas existed before
reading, they work in new ways while reading. These brain imaging studies
show that humans consistently use the old areas in new ways. These changes

(e
are a result of cultural evolution.
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[6]) Taking the topics so far, we can answer our original question, Why
do we study culture? in a surprising way. The future of ( & ) will be
shaped by what exists in the cultures of the world. By studying culture, we
can understand the choices for our future and work towards creating a better
world for everyone. In summary, we can study culture to plan our own

evolution.

*natural selection : B #AER
**hiological : 4EH#ED

¥ penetic : BRED
revolve : HEKT B

(1) AXOAFICELT, FHRO~L0FKANSEDRFEEZ, ThEh@~E)
DBRFEOHNSEY, TORSEZMEWMTEALLZIN,

@ @ occur (b) ignore €) reject
([ propose (&) appear

@ (@ course (b) trade (€) field
() method (€) event

@ (@ agreed (b) controlled () attached
(@ happened (€) limited

@ (@ significant (b) initial {C) various
(d wrong (€ else

® (& democracy (b) lands {€) crowds
(d families (€) humanity
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& KT 7(5)DTHREKE)D “consistently” IZEBHEN—FIE NS O E(@)~
(QDBIRBE D RN SBY, TORFEMEMIBALREN.
@ individually
(b) regularly
©) exactly

(d) specially

Q) FXOAREBRER, BTOFN~H0HEFEORIES RDBEYEXZE, TN
Fha)~DOBRREOFNSRY, ZOLRTEMEMITEALLZI N,

(7} People’s reasons for studying culture. . .
(@ ...are because cultures are different.
(b} ...are related to biclogy.

() ...differ in many ways.

(d} ...focus on evolution.

(1} Animals that are better matched to their environment will. . .

(@) ...change their bodies.

(b} ...have more genes.
(€} ...select more naturally.
@ ...make more healthier babies.

() Waring and Wood say that. . .

_—

a) ...culture is not important in evolution.

g

. .biology is not important in evolution.

©

. .cultural evolution changes people’s bodies.

)

. .cultural evolution influences more people than biclogical evolution.
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() Lamarck’s theory of evolution is. ..
@ ...better than natural selection.
{b) ...passed down to children.

{c) .. .similar to cultural evolution.

) ...completely different from Darwin’s.

@) Changes in how our brain works. ..
(@) ...are the result only of biological evolution.
(b) ...can also be caused by culture.
(€) ...take far too long to happen.

(@ ...only influence hehaviour.

4 FXOREEEDRVWEQ~AOBRFEOHN SR, EORLSEMEM
WRALZREN,
(@) Physically weak parents can pass on information to their children about
how to become physically strong.
(b) Humans are not able to change their future by learning about culture.
(C) Cultural evolution can happen in a single generation.
(d) When we think of evolution, we need to consider both types: bioclogical

and cultural,
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